








POWER CRUISING: Bribie to Moreton Island

sicle is ideal For vounyg children duse wo dhe
swiell being protecied by Moreton [sland and
rwrely more thin knee ligh.

Spinnaker Soamd Marina s actually located
at Mingi on the mainlnd side of the island
and isa perfect staming and finishing poin
fora cruise or even an exeended sty orownd
Bribie A resmarant, cale, boel and EI'I:H.'-EI'i.H
are all avnilable ns well 28 shiore and lang
term berthing.

We lefi ahe Spinnaker Soumnd and hesbed
northwest along Pumicesione I'"..J.l.lng-r. o the
inside ol Bribie Island. This is o passage 1
know well fram a namber of fishing trips o
thie region over the vears. bue it was the firs
time ['el cruised the varerway amd was pmamed
at hiow different the passage looked withmet g
lishing rod in haml

11"z nio more thian o few minaes before the
development on the islamd is left behind and
thie min ngrove lined banksin foresn s inothe
distance o the east and the blue silbosene of
thie Glasshouse Mooniains tothe wess, 1o ceally
i= 4 very piriuresque cniise.

O o irip there was o small pod of
dolphing moving indo the pasage. which is not
nncomanoie The Pamidrestone Passige & alio
thie smallest esmory systen in the world withe s
ovti penmanent population of dugong. The
banning of commercial petting in the passage
b helpeed abe marine life and wiah regular
sighitings of irtles and the ocosional leaping
mamea may, there i= 3 lot woeee onthe water as
well ae the beaviifiol bnedsrgpe.

Largervessels bemd 1o trave]l only as far as
Mis=ion Point. the st al the deep wide
channels and well progeceed from ihe wandd.
Mision Poimnt has ehe added asthanmge of
hivang o public woiler Beiline ot is very nanme
any mooring there is lamited to jus one or teo
vessels, We moved ina lot funhber and
nervoiehy so, dioe to all the rece it min staning
thie water and leanding me io rely iwtally on the
accnracy af the navigational beacons.
Thankfelly they proned o ke reliabde.

Yoo head against the direction of buovage
when going north along the Pumicestone
Passage, due to the fact that the buomage
systemn poimis towands the port of Brishane.
Eeeping this in mind and having an np-io-
date eliare on beard will ncecalbye allos most
vemae e, mpecially amything smaller then the 50
Foso Seahuest chat we were opemting. e
mavigate theirway o Caloundm withooat amy
prohblems. [ wonld srongh recommenc o
gooxd high tide and some dearwaber for your
lir=t trip hecaame it gee extremehy naow
thiroiagh the maddle part of the joamey.
Check the loml] clares for areas known as the
W™, “The Marrows™ amel “The Skxls" and
conzider e manocuvrable yoar vessel is
before @king this area om; the channel
markers are pasitioned like snow fags on a
donmbill shalom event ao it can be daonting
with the nin being much more smited o 20
lopters than 3 focters,
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There are 0 nuumber af samdy beackies
niestled between the mangrove lined share
along the lenpgeh af the passage thue are ideal
for a shion sty or camping. If camping. o
prermin s pecquired From the mger who can
b= conmmcted o {07 R08 3451 and being a
ational |:|:||.'I'., all fire wood musi be hmuEIH
im ol removed b nH;in. check with ihe
ranger forsuible apen fire lacations and
relevane fire bans in the area.

sSunshine on the horizon

Whether you push on 1o Calcandm or nor
exploring the wp end of Moreton Bay is a
st I yom decided oo mn taoogh i
Callonmicda; vou can either cross the har or
tnke the calmer, safer option anc hesed back
up the passgge and enter Moreton Rony from
the soamhiern end af Brikie.

Caloundim bar musi be inben onwith
exererne cattion | bave seen it fain the
morming and breaking on the renam wipa
few bous lter. It's important thae tlis bar be
reiated & all coastal bars, even when there is
very litde swell: withoa loml knowledipe it
wiriald be best to meve back up the possage.

1 hiending inwo Marewan Bay fram the
Calloamdra Bar, vou can follow the Morth West
Channel by heading southeast toa vellow
special marker, then south o a pair afl red
and green laeml markers befiore comining
along a line of red lavermls through w
Mureron Bay. This trip sees vou mioving,

Criising

wowmirds Maoreton Eland and the view of the
Gghthouse on the northern tip of Moreton,
which iz worth the tig alone. This histaric
suidsnne constnsoion was G licin 1857
amel s stll opermiong] ey

Heading o Moreton [sknd From e
sauthem paine of Bribie is a lor simpler and
jusz s plessant. Passing Sowth Paind. continoe
an eo the special moarker then seeer o
starhioar gl voo et 1o move ot to the
floating peom Laterml marker to voor souch amd
follony the channels up to Mareton sland
from there. You hove the option 1o conanue
arciand ehie island to see the castern side but
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hoating resene where all boaring north of
than section of water i= prohibited. The wader
is onlya couple of metre ¥ i some pans
v Beraighi
liming it to Maorewsn lland from there iz for
ekippem with local knmadedge only as the
westerm banks o gee nasy,

e im mmbed o mmall vessels o

Vovage through history

Far the histary s, anchoring ne Bed Beach
on the sontherm point of the island and
walking over to Skinmish Point i= not only a
nice stroll bat is alowhere in 1759, Maihew
Flinders had o heaied man-in with unbriendhe
local aborigimals. hence the name Skimmish
Paine. White Patch iz the lomdion where

Tasighlooins resort. Moreto island is &
popailar holiday and bosting destingtion

LEFT: Tha family anjoying soms quality tima
i it Bsnch afbel anmchofing i shallow
watar noar South Poent, Moreton Island

BELDWY: Morotomn island e iures somo
massive sanilbls

Flinders Beached his shige The Noginli in order
to mmke a few repadrs. Bongaree, the souath-

crn point of the island was mamed afver

maming ek 13,
The ol jeity that stiood at Bongares Tor
ashiment,
v of old,
bnm it staod a= the entranee 1o the idamd for

am pirior o the boilding of the brdge

[ decded toclroge the pick ina metne of
wiier at South Point so we could walk to shore
and allow thie kids 1o saretch their legs. We
walked proumd o Bed Beach while the kicds

plaved in the clean water of the iaming
ticle, After exploring the beach we ser olf fora
crise to Maretan lsland's nombiern end.
Moreton lslamd iz o different word after
the cquiset, rmsgpudl waters of Bribie. Ivis oo
busier bot there ane 3 number of chipwrecks,
shallony bays and lidle protecied pockeds that
are icleal For shar visies or o stop over.
Tangakoom i noey popudar as o delphin
watching resort st waes ariginalby o whaling
nwith one of Tangalooma’s Bimoms
= e original mcther ship for the

h were also par of the original
e ol the @,

Fart of the trip 1o Maoreeon [nd wall nnmlly
inchade dalphine. dogones and sea toreles aned
exnploring the isancd and i nage sand hills is
all part of the sxperienoe. A very challenging
dimb is Moum Tempest, the workd's highes
=anel hill wiih a peek that offers an ameeing
view of the sland.

Tangakoomi Beaort i a great smop over for
hanch or calfee. Public mooring and visi
{mot guesss af the resorm) are allowed ag

er thie haurs of Sam amsd 4.5
coitact the resor ap (07} %410 60
hefiare tying mp.

With the weather holding oam and the
kind loan af the SeaChiest. we bad o grea
trip crmising through the Pumicesione Fassage
and northeri emd of Moreion Iilancd.
Amazinghe, all ofthic B sailable on Briskane"s
clo d 3 shon cruise for Sumshine ©

ast residents, Trailer hoats can alse
clo 1amd nusch from Spinnaker
Sonrned Marina and enjoy exploring around
Bribie Elind and the beaarifol norhem end
of Moreion sland.
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POWER CRUISING: Brible to Moreton Island

| FIRST reviewed the 30 Spons Bridge in
the December January 07 edition of
PruverBoatwhen [went cnusing with cuwners
Johnand Lyn Teulan. who described cheir
Sealhwest ta me a2 an “#kph floating
kitchen™, Fair descrigtion? The SeaChes
ha= all ehe hocories of awell appoined
flybridge criser and in twin onhoard
configunion cin be fitted up acconding to
the requrements of the cwner. The koan
vessel was fitbed with fwin 5¥lhp Sk four
srakes Al croiging on BHpm, T wasahle
to ke fuel consmption down while still
pushing 21 Enois so was mone than happy
with the perddommance amd economy al the
homi. Additional engine alter mives include
simgle amd twin diesel engines.

[ like the outhoard option as it provides
more engine choice, more nnder-loor
sopge and also allowed s o enigate
through some shialfow witer sothe Kids
coauld walk io shore and streich their legs.

The outhozmt= and trimm ks combine to
trian the b pedfecih: and allowed che
Sl e to punch throigh the small
groumd swell we encoctered s we croised
towans Morerom Idane. Eeeping everyone
dry during the fresh scanhester thar Blew an
aurway inp Fumicestone Fassige. The hoat
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SeaQuest 3000 Sports Bridge

also performed well “wrimamed up”, alloing
it e rise and Bl e the syvell withoat
digging the bow in or having to kecp it
trimmmed diown and punching thronegh the
errll. Aslighd adjusimem on the trm tahs
e illowed the veszel to bevel oot improving
hoth combor and elficiency of the bl

Thee twin 200 hp Surrakis proved sobe
suflicie ot enough to move the SeaCnest oo
the plane quickly amd keep the hall planing
at WEarpm; depending om coarrend and sea
the SeChest was plaming an just 14 knois 1F
it wae miny boat, thot would be enoag h io
cominee me to i & sed of oomgges amd do
somie high speed trolling For mackere], tona
and wirhoo == well a= trolling a Few machn
haresa lidide slovweer andd deeper. It would bea
sharmee o berve o eliny fish on that bock deck
though bt I'm sore Ui mamage!

Heving the rwin engines was a real help
whien it came to berthing. Al one stage T haed
o manoetner into a very diflicult henth
nesthesd between a conorete wall and anoter
bowt clirecthy 1o the fore “Spliting the sticks"
allmeed the Seadhiess bo pivet on the spoe,
while pulling wp o the pontoon aroand
amothier vessel was even emsier due o living
onthaards instead of a keel This alloved me
o pull the stem inowhile engiging revese,

ruising

mmking a simple sk of o difficalt berh.

Tl helm is Incated on o flvbridge deck
that wa= a delight to operse the vessel [rom,
[ levveel the wide dash that housed ganges.
radio, huge colour GPS and sounder and
etill hadl room far additional equipmend if
recpuined

The skippers chair was fully adjosabde
andd the double side-movnted seat wo
starboard meant the teo boys and Twere
able toskipper the Sealhoes while the girls
relaxed on the rear deck

Thie fit-=nut is without compromise. The Y-
herth converts into oo bed and was kbeal for
the Kids, whale the aft berth gane me enoagh
leg room for my wife and | oo sleep in easily.
The shower, toilet amd kitchenetie were all
verywell apticmed and the stereas doubled =
a DVTF planer winh o flatscreen TV ap front
1o kewp the Kids entermined after dark

The overall finish was alse impressive with
e sigms of wear or siress on the gel coatand a
viery neat lin 10 all electronics and equipment

The NE Sporis Bridge turned oo be 2
very comforable and economical ©rmiser
that was big enongh for extended seys, v
srmall enough to anchor up in the shallmss
amd enjoy all that Brbie and the 1op end af
Moreiom Il hadd to affer -





